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but a native of Bahilah, and for some time past resident in the
Sowahil, as the Arabs denominate this part of the African shore.
Chance had thrown them together., and community of race in a
foreign land had naturally induced a certain degree of intimacy.
The sun had just set, and the friends side by side on the terrace
were smoking their pipes in placid enjoyment., when the merchant
remarked a strange and serious expression come over his com-
panion's face, and enquired the cause. "Did you see what I
am at the moment seeing," answered the wizard, for such he
was, " you would look even graver than I do." Of course this
reply led to further enquiry, on which the seer of Bahilah, after
a suitable show of reluctance to communicate disagreeable news,
at last said, " I have just beheld such a one," naming a young
debauchee of Mascat, " enter your house at this very hour, mid
precisely when there is no one at home but your wife, who has
greeted his visit with a hearty welcome."

It was now the turn of the married man to look grave indeed.
With not more vehemence did Othello demand of lago, his hand
at his throat, that "ocular proof" which was to assure him
his own dishonour, than the merchant exacted of the wizard a
minute relation of all that should pass between his guilty wife
and her paramour. The magician paused awhile, then, gazing
into distance, said " They are now seated hand in hand in loving
talk;" and lastly proceeded to describe a scene such as Dante
wisely leaves to the imagination of his readers, when in the
person of P>ancesca of Eimini he recounts the progress of un-
lawful love. "'Tis an old tale and often told.*'

The indignation of the injured husband rose to its highest
pitch. "Are there no means to forestall, or at least avenge, the
crime? " he exclaimed. To the latter clause of the question the
seer replied that he was indeed possessed of the motst effectual
means for that end, and would willingly exert them. "Do so
then," eagerly rejoined the merchant. " Not so fast," answered
the magician; "we must first preclude the possibility of ill-
consequences to ourselves." Here he then directed the husband
to draw up on the spot a document, empowering liis friend, the
magician of Bahilah, to take vengeance on the adulterous woman
and on her paramour. The paper was soon written, dated,
signed, and sealed. " Now call up the entire family to whom